Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 HAVANA 00617 170327Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 IO-13 SY-05 CA-01 /085 W 

016441 170331Z/64 

PR 161654ZNOV 77 
FM USINT HAVANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 535 
INFO AMEMBASSY CARACAS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HAVNA 0617 

EO 11652: N/A 
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SUB J : MORE CUBANS SEEK ASYLUM IN VENEZUELAN EMBASSY 

1 . SEVEN YOUNG CUBANS IN A TAXICAB CRASHED THEIR 

VEHCILE AGAINST GROUND FLOOR WINDOW OF VENEZUELAN EMBASSY 
NOVEMBER 15 TO GAIN ENTRY FOR PURPOSES OF SEEKING ASYLUM. 

SIX WERE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS EFFORT, ALTHOUGH ONE WAS 
SLIGHTLY INIURED BYGUNFIRE FROM PURSUING CUBAN POLICE. 

THE SEVENTH PERSON WAS TAKEN AWAY BY AUTHORITIES BEFORE HE 
COULD ENTER THE EMBASSY. 

2. VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR TOLD CHIEF USINT THAT THIS IS 

THE THIRD TIME CUBANS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY SOUGHT ASYLUM IN HIS 
EMBASSY SINCE IT WAS REOPENED TWO YEARS AGO. ONE OTHER 
ATTEMPT DID NOT PROSPER SINCE AMBASSADOR DID NOT CONSIDER 
IT MERITORIOUS. AMBASSADOR STATED THAT INDIVIDUALS 
INVOLVED IN LATEST CASE ARE ALL IN THEIR 20'S OR EARLY 
30'S. HE IS BEGINNING NEGOTIATIONS WITH CUBAN 
AUTHORITIES FOR SAFE CONDUCTS FOR THEIR DEPARTURE AND 
DOES NOT SEEM TO ANTICIPATE TOO MUCH TROUBLE GIVEN 
PAST EXPERIENCE. 
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